BSL 012

Curriculum

BSL 012

GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY II

CURRICULUM

SPRING 2007

BUNKER HILL COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Table of Contents

1. Curriculum Overview  



a. About the Course






3

b. Pre-requisites






3

c. Course Goals






3

d. Course Objectives






4

i. Understanding/Responding                 



ii. Reading




                                       

iii. Writing




   

iv. Grammar and Mechanics




e. Recommended Materials





9

f. Recommended Assessments




9

2. Course Syllabus







10

3. Language Laboratory Services





12
4. Sample Weekly Lesson Plan
  




13

Curriculum Overview

About The Course

BSL 012 Grammar and Vocabulary is designed for Level 3 BSL students who wish to further develop their vocabulary repertoire and grammar knowledge. Students will master grammar structures and new vocabulary in the context of reading, writing and speaking. The skills learned in this course will serve as a springboard for students both to graduate into academic English classes and/or to enter the world of work.

Pre-Requisites

Students may take this course if they have successfully completed BSL 006, are enrolled in BSL 010 or BSL 011, or if they have been recommended by the Assessment Center.

Course Goals


Upon completion of this course students will have greatly increased their knowledge and use of the English language in all of its domains (listening comprehension, speaking, reading and writing). Greater emphasis will be placed however on developing an extensive vocabulary, especially as it relates to the world of work. Formal and informal language will be modeled and numerous situational workplaces will be presented and explored. Improving the usage of proper grammar will also be a major focus of the course. Question and answer activities, class presentations, together with reading and writing assignments will be used to perfect the correct application of English grammar and mechanics.

Course Objectives: Academic and Work-Related

Understanding and responding: Academic

Upon completion of this course the student will be able to comprehend and respond to low intermediate materials. The student will demonstrate understanding of formal and informal speech by answering comprehension questions both orally and in short writings.

The student will also be able to:

1. identify the speaker’s purpose and tone

2. identify main ideas and supporting details

3. paraphrase the speech or dialogue 

4. use prior knowledge to understand presentation

5. answer factual questions and draw inferences and  conclusions

6. identify new vocabulary and understand meanings in context

7. ask and answer questions proficiently

8. give a brief speech with main and supporting ideas 

9. use language in functional situations in order to

a. ask or give directions, advice or instructions

     b. make requests or excuses

     c. express agreement or disagreement

d. express regret or sympathy

     e. ask for clarifications

10. pronounce the most common words in English

Understanding and responding: Work-related

Upon completion of this course the student will be able to:

1. Understand speech used for meetings or other formal occasions at work

2. Listen to or watch advertisements and identify the product, the speaker’s tone and purpose and the target audience

3. Understand and answer questions about himself/herself, work experience, education and goals and ask questions about the company and job in a role-play of an interview

4. Discuss the basic job benefits including health insurance, vacation time and sick days

5. Discuss safety and hygiene regulations in different work places such as hospitals, restaurants and offices

6. Discuss issues of sexual harassment and other types of discrimination on the job and report problems involving oneself or others

7. Discuss positive and negative aspects of the workplace and offer problem-solving suggestions to fellow employees and supervisors

8. Use speech required for meetings or other formal occasions at work

Reading Objectives: Academic

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to read and comprehend low intermediate reading materials and be able to:

1. Use pre-reading skills such as skimming and scanning to find specific information, and use prior knowledge to understand new reading material

2. Identify main ideas and supporting details

3. Answer factual comprehension questions and draw inferences and conclusions

4. Answer critical thinking questions by analyzing, synthesizing and drawing on prior knowledge

5. Make educated guesses about the meanings of new words from context

6. Understand instructions, memos, directions and diagrams

Reading Objectives: Work-Related

Upon completion of this course students will be able to:

1. Analyze written job benefits including health benefits, vacation time and sick days

2. Analyze a company’s policies and regulations on attendance, work rules and dress code

3. Analyze a company’s written policy on sexual harassment and other types of discrimination

4. Locate facts about a company in brochures, handbooks, reports or the company website

5.  Read a job advertisement and identify job description, job requirements and salary

6. Complete a job application 

7. Understand questions about written safety and hygiene regulations for workforce, in work places such as hospitals, restaurants and offices

8. Understand labels and directions on various products

9. Understand danger signs, warnings and cautions around the workplace

Writing Objectives: Academic

Upon completion of this course students will able to: 

1. write paragraphs and short compositions

2. write in response to questions based on reading selections

3. use the process writing model (brainstorm, organize, write, edit, rewrite)

4. write compositions including an introduction, body and a conclusion

5. paraphrase an academic reading selection

6. summarize a reading 

7. rewrite a composition after receiving feedback from the professor

Writing Objectives: Work-Related

1. Write a business letter: request or inquiry, adjustment or complaint

2. Write resume and cover letter

3. Write a letter for a friend or co-worker

4. Paraphrase information on advertisement, job description requirements and salary

5. Complete a job application

6. Describe various positions at a workplace including title, qualifications responsibilities and salary

Grammar and Mechanics Objectives

Upon completion of this course students will have mastered the following grammar structures as they occur in authentic readings and student assignments:


word order

          past, present and future tenses

          there is/are


articles: definite and indefinite


present perfect tenses

          simplified modals

          “ed” for regular past tense verbs 


two-word verbs

          “wh” questions

           tag questions

adjectives, adverbs


prepositions


comparatives/superlatives


singular, plural nouns


count/non-count nouns


punctuation: periods, commas, apostrophes, question marks,    

          exclamation marks


determiners, including articles


sentence types: simple, compound, complex


present and continuous tenses


present perfect and present perfect continuous tenses


infinitive forms of verbs (want to, need to, expect to, try to) and    

          gerunds


adverbs of frequency


pronouns: subject, object, possessive, reflexive, demonstrative


count nouns and non-count nouns


possessives (review)


complex modals (introduce) and simple modals (review)


negative statements and question forms (review)


word order (review)


word usage:  synonyms, antonyms and homophones

Recommended Material:

A. Interactions Integrated Skills Book I McGraw-Hill New York

      ISBN 0-07-231394-3

B. American Heritage ESL Dictionary 1998, Houghton Mifflin Boston ISBN 4130-0397-4

C. Interactions Integrated Skills Book I (Instructor’s Manual) McGraw-Hill New York 

 ISBN 0-07-233051-1

D. Grammar handout for BSL courses;

Grammar exercises from Focus on Grammar, with complete software available in language lab

Recommended Assessments:

It is highly recommended that all writing assignments be scored using the REEP writing rubric. The scores will show the students at what level they are writing as well as showing them which aspects of their writing needs improvement. 

Course Syllabus

BSL 012   Grammar and Vocabulary

Course Description

Students in this course will focus on further developing their mastery of the English language through instruction in grammar and vocabulary building exercises. Reading selections, class presentations and homework assignments will help students improve their language skills and their ability to obtain and/or upgrade their employment opportunities.

Course Goals and Objectives 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Identify new vocabulary and meanings in context 

2. Understand and answer questions about self and job in a role-play of an interview.

3. Discuss basic job benefits including health insurance, vacation time and sick days.

4. Summarize/paraphrase a short presentation or dialogue.

5. Locate facts about a company in brochures, handbook, advertisements or the company website.

6. Use the process- writing model (brainstorm, organize, write, edit, rewrite).

7. Write a composition including an introduction, body and a conclusion.

8. Use the English language with increased proficiency in all four domains.

9. Understand and use higher- level vocabulary.

10. Understand and use higher- level grammatical structures.

11. Complete a job description and cover letter.

Texts and Materials
A. Interactions Integrated Skills Book I McGraw-Hill New York

ISBN 0-07-231394-3

B. American Heritage ESL Dictionary 1998, Houghton Mifflin Boston ISBN 4130-0397-4

C. Interactions Integrated Skills Book I (Instructor’s Manual) McGraw-Hill New York 

ISBN 0-07-233051-1

D. Grammar handout for BSL courses; Grammar exercises from Focus on Grammar, with complete software available in language lab
Grading
All students will be graded on the basis of class participation, attendance, homework assignments and an in-class examination in the middle and at the end of the semester.

Attendance

Regular classroom attendance is mandatory. Students should be prepared to discuss their completed homework assignments during each class. Students should explain their absence, negligence in doing their work or any other concern to the professor in private before or after class.

Teaching Procedures  

The professor will use different techniques in order to teach the goals and objectives of the course, and will adapt his/her techniques to meet different learning styles. Students will practice their writing skills in and out of class. They will work in pairs and small groups, and will participate in class-wide activities. The instructor will monitor the students’ work frequently and will be available for extra help as needed.

Teacher Expectations
· Punctuality: Be on time for every class - lessons will start promptly at appointed times. Unexcused tardiness will be noted.

· Class participation: You are expected to actively participate in all classroom activities. Active participation means you complete classroom assignments and listen and speak during all oral activities. If you are not following basic class policies or are having other difficulties, please see instructor after class. 

· Focus: Please stay focused and attentive at all times.  Turn off all cell phones and beepers during class.
· Preparation: Bring your textbooks, notebook, and pencil/pen to every class. You are expected to complete all assignments on time.
Assignments:
The instructor will assign homework at the end of each lesson; assignments will be written on the blackboard. All students are expected to keep a weekly journal to be checked by the teacher every Thursday.
Language    Laboratory   Services

Multi-Media Multi-Purpose Language Lab            Room E 226 

Open:
Monday  through Thursday 9:00A.M.- 9:00P.M.

Friday & Saturday  9:00A.M.- 1:00P.M.

· The lab has the newest language-learning software.

· Your teacher may teach your class in the lab.

· Your teacher may ask you to complete homework assignments in the lab.

· You can work in the lab independently on reading, writing, grammar, listening comprehension and pronunciation.

· Tutors and faculty members are there to assist you.

· Practice English and ESL Department Writing Exams.

Center for Self-Directed Learning (CSDL)
      Room E 235

Open:
Monday through Thursday 8:30 A.M.-9:00 P.M.



Friday 8:30 A.M.- 1:00P.M.  

Saturday & Sunday 8:30 A.M. - 4:30P.M.
· You need to log-in each time with your student I.D. number.

· You can type and print papers.

· You can use the internet for homework assignments.

· You can access the internet for personal use any time after 1:00pm from Monday through Thursday and during all open hours Friday - Sunday.

· You can work independently with ESL software and CSDL technical staff can show you how to use ESL software.
Tutoring and Academic Support Center (TASC)   Room E174

Open:
Monday through Thursday 8:30 A.M.- 8:00 P.M.


Friday, Saturday & Sunday 8:30 A.M.- 4:30 P.M.

· Drop-in writing appointments for papers in all ESL classes.

· Conversation groups to practice speaking and listening.

· Access to self-paced computer tutorials.

· Internet access.

· Practice exercises.

Sample Weekly Lesson Plan

Week 1: Introduction
Course orientation:
Distribute and review course syllabus, highlight textbook format and detail homework assignments. 
Give the students the opportunity to get to know each other and to introduce themselves. This will also allow the teacher to gauge the speaking ability of the class. 
Vocabulary/Grammar: In-class assessment. Have students write one paragraph about themselves.

Homework assignment: Complete first journal entry.
Journal: Every student will keep a weekly journal of a minimum of half page. It will describe an activity and it will list ten new vocabulary words each week. 

Week 2: Past, Present & Future Tenses
Review: 

Have students review the in-class assessments individually or in pairs. Offer as little help as possible at first and see how well the students can work together and correct their mistakes. Go over vocabulary and grammar errors and note common ones on the board. Elicit oral and written examples of correct usage.
Reading & Vocabulary Building:

· Given a reading selection, have students practice pre-reading skills such as scanning and skimming for information. 

· Read story aloud while students follow silently. 
· Have students practice identifying main ideas and supporting details. 
· Note on the board relevant vocabulary or grammar structures from the passage. 
· Ask random students or volunteers to reread story to the class. 
· Have students incorporate vocabulary noted on the board in homework assignments.

Weekly Journal: 

       Check student writing and list of vocabulary words.
Grammar Development:

Introduce past, present, and future tenses. Give students class activities and related worksheet assignments

Recommended Class Activity:

Demonstrate effective use of recommended ESL dictionary. Include how to find pronunciation key, synonyms, and parts of speech.
Homework Assignment:

Write a paragraph about your country of origin. Paragraph should include topic sentence and supporting details.

Week 3: Punctuation and Capitalization
Reading & Vocabulary Building:

· Given a reading selection, have students practice pre-reading skills such as scanning and skimming for information. 

· Read story aloud while students follow silently. 
· Have students practice identifying main ideas and supporting details. 
· Note on the board relevant vocabulary or grammar structures from the passage. 
· Ask random students or volunteers to reread story to the class. 
· Have students incorporate vocabulary noted on the board in homework assignments.

Weekly Journal: 

       Check student writing and list of vocabulary words.
Grammar Development:

Introduce/Review punctuation and capitalization. Give students class activities and related worksheet assignments.
Recommended Class Activity:

Visit language lab. Have students become familiar with lab software programs, such as “Tell Me More” and “Rosetta Stone”
Homework Assignment:

Write a paragraph about a famous person. Paragraph should include topic sentence and supporting details. Focus on capitalization and punctuation.

Week 4: Past & Present Tenses – Regular/Irregular
Reading & Vocabulary Building:

· Given a reading selection, have students practice pre-reading skills such as scanning and skimming for information. 

· Read story aloud while students follow silently. 
· Have students practice identifying main ideas and supporting details. 
· Note on the board relevant vocabulary or grammar structures from the passage. 
· Ask random students or volunteers to reread story to the class. 
· Have students incorporate vocabulary noted on the board in homework assignments.

Weekly Journal: 

       Check student writing and list of vocabulary words.
Grammar Development:

Review irregular past tenses. Give students class activities and related worksheet assignments.
Recommended Class Activity:

Discuss occupations and employment. Allow students to discuss their past/present jobs. 
Homework Assignment:

Hand out a blank job application to each  student and have them complete it.

Week 5: Future Tense – “Going to” & “Will”
Reading & Vocabulary Building:

· Given a reading selection, have students practice pre-reading skills such as scanning and skimming for information. 

· Read story aloud while students follow silently. 
· Have students practice identifying main ideas and supporting details. 
· Note on the board relevant vocabulary or grammar structures from the passage. 
· Ask random students or volunteers to reread story to the class. 
· Have students incorporate vocabulary noted on the board in homework assignments.

Weekly Journal: 

       Check student writing and list of vocabulary words.
Grammar Development:

Review future tense. Give students class activities and related worksheet assignments.
Recommended Class Activity:

Hand out advertisements for jobs. Have students work in pairs to read and then explain the content of the ads to the class. 
Homework Assignment:

        Write a job advertisement for an imaginary job opening of student’s choice.

Week 6: Future Tense – “Wh” questions  

Reading & Vocabulary Building:

· Given a reading selection, have students practice pre-reading skills such as scanning and skimming for information. 

· Read story aloud while students follow silently. 
· Have students   practice identifying main ideas and supporting details. 
· Note on the board relevant vocabulary or grammar structures from the passage. 
· Ask random students or volunteers to reread story to the class. 
· Have students incorporate vocabulary noted on the board in homework assignments.

Weekly Journal: 

       Check student writing and list of vocabulary words.
Grammar Development:

Review “Wh” questions. Give students class activities and related worksheet assignments.
Recommended Class Activity:

Distribute job/company brochures. Review work-related vocabulary. 
Homework Assignment:

        Write a series of questions related to a job interview.

Week 7: Mid-term Exam
Day 1: Have students write a job description, listing job responsibilities, salary, benefits, etc. Should also include descriptions of ideal schedule and place of work.

Day 2: Review mid-term exams in class. Have students re-write exams and present their job descriptions to the class.

Week 8: Gerunds & Infinitives
Reading & Vocabulary Building:

· Given a reading selection, have students practice pre-reading skills such as scanning and skimming for information. 

· Read story aloud while students follow silently. 
· Have students   practice identifying main ideas and supporting details. 
· Note on the board relevant vocabulary or grammar structures from the passage. 
· Ask random students or volunteers to reread story to the class. 
· Have students incorporate vocabulary noted on the board in homework assignments.

Weekly Journal: 

       Check student writing and list of vocabulary words.
Grammar Development:

Review gerunds and infinitives. Give students class activities and related worksheet assignments.
Recommended Class Activity:

Discuss guest speakers and invite suggestions from class. Prepare students for visits over next three weeks with job descriptions and general job vocabulary.
Homework Assignment:

        Write a series of questions to ask guest speaker.

Week 9: Adverbs & Adjectives
Reading & Vocabulary Building:

· Given a reading selection, have students practice pre-reading skills such as scanning and skimming for information. 

· Read story aloud while students follow silently. 
· Have students practice identifying main ideas and supporting details. 
· Note on the board relevant vocabulary or grammar structures from the passage. 
· Ask random students or volunteers to reread story to the class. 
· Have students incorporate vocabulary noted on the board in homework assignments.

Weekly Journal: 

       Check student writing and list of vocabulary words.
Grammar Development:

Review comparatives and superlatives. Give students class activities and related worksheet assignments.
Recommended Class Activity:

Guest speaker #1 discusses job responsibilities. Emphasize relevant vocabulary on blackboard.



Example: chef, secretary, police officer
Homework Assignment:

        Write a summary of guest speaker’s visit and what was learned.
Week 10: Tag questions & Two-word verbs
Reading & Vocabulary Building:

· Given a reading selection, have students practice pre-reading skills such as scanning and skimming for information. 

· Read story aloud while students follow silently. 
· Have students practice identifying main ideas and supporting details. 
· Note on the board relevant vocabulary or grammar structures from the passage. 
· Ask random students or volunteers to reread story to the class. 
· Have students incorporate vocabulary noted on the board in homework assignments.

Weekly Journal: 

       Check student writing and list of vocabulary words.
Grammar Development:

Review tag questions and two-word verbs. Give students class activities and related worksheet assignments.
Recommended Class Activity:

Guest speaker #2 discusses job responsibilities. Emphasize relevant vocabulary on blackboard.
Homework Assignment:

        Write a summary of guest speaker’s visit and what was learned.

Week 11: Classifying parts of speech
Reading & Vocabulary Building:

· Given a reading selection, have students practice pre-reading skills such as scanning and skimming for information. 

· Read story aloud while students follow silently. 
· Have students practice identifying main ideas and supporting details. 
· Note on the board relevant vocabulary or grammar structures from the passage. 
· Ask random students or volunteers to reread story to the class. 
· Have students incorporate vocabulary noted on the board in homework assignments.

Weekly Journal: 

       Check student writing and list of vocabulary words.
Grammar Development:

Locate and identify nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions and articles in varied reading selections.
Recommended Class Activity:

Guest speaker #3 discusses job responsibilities. Emphasize relevant vocabulary on blackboard.
Homework Assignment:

        Write a summary of guest speaker’s visit and what was learned.

Week 12: Pronouns
Reading & Vocabulary Building:

· Given a reading selection, have students practice pre-reading skills such as scanning and skimming for information. 

· Read story aloud while students follow silently. 
· Have students practice identifying main ideas and supporting details. 
· Note on the board relevant vocabulary or grammar structures from the passage. 
· Ask random students or volunteers to reread story to the class. 
· Have students incorporate vocabulary noted on the board in homework assignments.

Weekly Journal: 

       Check student writing and list of vocabulary words.
Grammar Development:

Review pronouns, including subject, object, possessive, reflexive, and demonstrative. Give students class activities and related worksheet assignments.
Recommended Class Activity:

Discuss workplace discrimination and harassment. Emphasize relevant vocabulary on blackboard.
Homework Assignment:

        Write two-paragraph summary of class discussion.

Week 13: Singular & Plural
Reading & Vocabulary Building:

· Given a reading selection, have students practice pre-reading skills such as scanning and skimming for information. 

· Read story aloud while students follow silently. 
· Have students  practice identifying main ideas and supporting details. 
· Note on the board relevant vocabulary or grammar structures from the passage. 
· Ask random students or volunteers to reread story to the class. 
· Have students incorporate vocabulary noted on the board in homework assignments.

Weekly Journal: 

       Check student writing and list of vocabulary words.
Grammar Development:

Review singulars and plurals, including count and non-counts nouns. Give students class activities and related worksheet assignments.
Recommended Class Activity:

Discuss hygiene and safety issues in the workplace. 
Homework Assignment:

        Write two-paragraph summary of class discussion.

Week 14: General Course Review
Reading & Vocabulary Building:

· Given a reading selection, have students practice pre-reading skills such as scanning and skimming for information. 

· Read story aloud while students follow silently. 
· Have students practice identifying main ideas and supporting details. 
· Note on the board relevant vocabulary or grammar structures from the passage. 
· Ask random students or volunteers to reread story to the class. 
· Have students incorporate vocabulary noted on the board in homework assignments.

Weekly Journal: 

       Check student writing and list of vocabulary words.
Recommended Class Activity:

Review major points of grammar covered during semester. Discuss final exam and grading procedure. 
Homework Assignment:

      Study for final exam.

Week 15: Final Exam
The final exam should cover material from the entire semester. There should be a writing component. Fill-in-the-blank and/or multiple-choice exercises should show proficiency in grammar topics covered. A section on vocabulary should cover everything from synonyms to job-related expressions. 
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