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1. Curriculum Overview


Grammar and Vocabulary 1 BSL-003 is being offered to beginning students of English, in an effort to strengthen their reading and grammar skills before entering Read/Write 2 of the BSL Community Education program.  While some students study English so they will eventually matriculate into a degree program, others want to improve their communication skills for general purposes outside an academic program. This curriculum is designed to meet the needs of both types of students. 

2. Course Description


This course is for Beginning level 1 and 2 students who wish to improve their grammar and vocabulary. Students learn new grammar structures and vocabulary in readings and then speak and write about the readings. This course serves as a stepping-stone for students wanting to enroll in Read/Write 2.

3. Goals


Upon completion of this course students will have begun to gain “a language sense” and make generalizations about the language through exposure to grammatical structures in a variety of contexts. They will have expressed their ideas and feelings in speaking, listening, reading, and writing activities becoming more aware of and possessing greater command of grammatical structures in English. They will have increased their vocabulary, especially related to work and other relevant topics.
4. Who are our Students? 

    The following profiles are meant to give a brief sketch of some of the students currently in the beginning read/write and speak/listen courses at the beginning level. 
Beginning/High Beginning BSL Student Profiles   

   Danilo is from El Salvador. He is twenty-two years old.  He finished high school in his native country. He came to the U.S. in 2005, and lives in Somerville.

He has worked in a grocery store for two years.  He can converse fairly well in English, but he has a lot of difficultly articulating himself.  He speaks in short phrases, and speaks mostly using the present tense. He has very little practice with reading and writing in English and his spelling is poor, but improves quickly with instruction and practice. In class, he utilizes his background of learning grammar in Spanish, and calls upon that knowledge when learning English.  

   Mustafa is from Morocco. He is thirty-two years old and lives in Chelsea. He works as a house painter and has lived in Boston for eight years. He speaks English at work everyday, but with frequent grammatical errors. He is highly motivated to learn English and wants to get a better job. He has a ninth grade education in his native language and has never studied English formally before. He has no experience with writing in English and has very little experience studying grammar in his native language. He wants to improve speaking, writing and reading skills in English. He does not have strong language learning skills to call upon in the ESL class, but he learns quickly if he is moving at a pace allowing for him to have his individual difficulties addressed. 

   Marina is twenty-six years old from Brazil. She has a degree in business administration from a university in Brazil. She is confident in the ESL class and learns English with ease. She has worked in a high level managerial position in a factory in Brazil and is now working in a restaurant in Boston. Her writing in English is good and her reading comprehension is strong as well. She wants to go to college in the U.S. and already has the study skills to be successful in her ESL studies. 

…Sue is from China she is forty years old.  She works in a Chinese restaurant and speaks very little English at work or at home. She has a 10th grade education in China and has lived in the U.S. for almost ten years. She has never studied English before. She understands spoken English fairly well, but has difficulty with pronunciation and makes many grammatical errors when speaking, making her English difficult to understand. She has almost no experience with reading in English or with writing beyond filling out forms and writing the most basic information.  In class, she spends a great deal trying to decipher the meaning of words in a sentence with the aid of her electronic dictionary.   

5.  Curriculum Guide of Work Related Course Objectives 

    Upon completion of this course, students will be able to communicate more effectively orally, but also, will begin to improve their reading and vocabulary development, and as a result gain more access to American systems in which they live and work. 

The students will be able to….

1. Respond to basic oral and written questions about their current job situation and previous jobs, which may include job title(s) location, dates, hours, a limited explanation of duties and future plans 

2. Respond to written and oral questions about when they came to the U.S. and why they came 

3. Ask and answer questions about jobs, starting date, hours, pay, and work availability

4. Accurately express information about themselves, their interests, hobbies, skills and goals 

5. Give basic directions or instructions, which may entail several steps, i.e., giving directions to a certain place or instructions on how to do something on the job.  

6.  Ask for explain about leaving work early, giving excuses for absences, report progress in completing a task

7. Demonstrate an ability to ask for clarification and indication of understanding after clarification 

8. Locate needed information from various written contexts that affect their lives, for example: bills, work policies, health plan brochures etc. 

9. Express ability/inability to do things. Describe to someone at or a job interview their skills  

10. Indicate location; give directions to somewhere from somewhere. Write directions down, read directions

11. Express likes and dislikes in regards to a variety of contexts. 

12. Offer to help, request help 

Curriculum Guide of Grammar Objectives

Upon completion of this course, the student will learn certain language structures and mechanics in order to communicate effectively. 

Verbs:

1. The simple present, simple past, present progressive and most frequently used irregular past verbs.   

2. Understand the differences in meaning between the different verbs tenses in reading selections and grammar activities   
3. Modals “can, may have to
4. Verbs with infinitives: want to, like to 
5. There is there are
6. To have and to be   
7. Using be going to   
8. Imperatives
Nouns:

1. Singular, plural

2. Count and no count nouns  

3. Possessive

Pronouns:

1. Pronouns in grammar exercises and locate direct pronoun referents in readings  

2. Subject pronouns

3. Demonstrative

4. Object

5. Indefinite (some, any, one) 

Prepositions

1. Of place (in, on, next to etc)

2. Of time (on, at, for, to, from) 

Adjectives: 

1. Adjectives; comparatives, superlatives 

2. Demonstrative adjectives

3. Possessive Adjectives

4. Indefinite and definite articles

5. Too and very + adjective
6. Make comparisons with as…as construction 

Adverbs:

1. Of place (here, there)

2. Of frequency (always, usually, sometimes, never)

3. Of time (today, tonight, tomorrow)

Question Words

1. Question words

2. Question formation

3. Contrast questions with “to be”, or do, does
4. Where + prepositional phrases

Other

1. Word order in a sentence  

2. Before and after (time clauses)

3. So and therefore
4. Time clauses with when 
5. Conjunctions
*It is recommended that the grammar above be practiced in a context relevant and of high interest to the students. The following is only a suggested list of topics or “content” areas.      .    

1. Social language

2. On the Job

3. Finding a job

4. Telephone

5. Directions

6. Family

7. Health

8. Housing

9. Shopping

10. Entertainment

11. Money/Banking

12. Emergencies

13. Countries around the world

14. Food and drinks

15. Routines

16. Leisure activities

17. Physical characteristics

18. Customs/Holidays from around the World

19. Discussing preferences, satisfaction/dissatisfaction

20. Expressing want/desires

21. Culture 

22. In the News

Curriculum Guide of Reading /Vocabulary Objectives:

    Upon completion of this course students will be better prepared to build not only reading skills, but also all-around communicative competence. 
Reading Comprehension

Upon completion of this course students will be able to….

1. Acquire new vocabulary and apply knowledge of grammar structures and mechanics to read and understand short readings 

2. Utilize a variety of reading strategies to comprehend written text. 

3. Self-monitor comprehension by identifying what is understood and what is not understood when reading material

4. Identify the main idea and supporting details in reading selections

5. Focus on chunks of words rather than individual words to understand meaning

6. Identify different types of reading selections, read various types of reading selections

7. Recognize basic parts of speech in a reading

8. Follow punctuation cues when reading aloud  

9. Use basic punctuation and capitalization

10. Create mind map of the topic or theme before reading 

11. Read aloud simple sentences with minimal hesitation 

12. Learn basic rules of how to use a comma

13. Begin to analyze paragraph organization 

14. Ask self questions while reading and create a visualization of the characters and scenes

15. Make a timeline 

Vocabulary Development

1. Use context clues to derive meaning of new vocabulary

2. Begin to improve English dictionary reading skills; learn to locate words in an English dictionary and understand definitions found in a dictionary

3. Use vocabulary in a new context using the same meaning

4. Use Venn diagrams, flow charts, or a graphic organizer to summarize meaning conveyed in texts 

5. Categorize words and identify patterns

6. Use antonyms and /or synonyms,  

7. Begin to use cognates between English and other languages to gain meaning

8. Begin study of homonyms, synonyms and antonyms in sentences

9.  Begin to utilize knowledge of basic prefixes, suffixes and roots to determine word meaning    

Teaching Procedures:

Students will be responsible for completing all assigned homework. As language learning is a social process, all students will be expected to work cooperatively during the semester. Students will actively participate in activities designed to teach reading and grammar skills. 

Required Textbooks:

1.  Stories Worth Reading Bk.1 by Betsey Cassriel, and Gail Reynolds. (Heinle & Heinle), Boston: MA, 2006.

2.  Practical English 2nd Edition by Tim Harris and Allan Rowe. (Heinle &Heinle), Boston, Ma 1986

Recommended Supplemental Texts for Teachers to make copies:

1. What a World1, Amazing Stories from Around the Globe by Milada Broukal (Pearson/Longman), White Plains, New York, 2004 
2. Inside the News, by Connie Shoemaker and Susan Shoemaker. (Heinle &Heinle), Boston, MA 2001

Online Resources: Free Grammar Practice!   http://www.noblenet.org/bhcc/LL
Other Material: 

1. Basic English Grammar, by Betty Azar. (Longman/Person Education), White Plains, New York, 1996 

Attendance Policy:

Students must attend classes in order to pass this course.  Do not come late. Coming to class late disrupts the teacher and your classmates. 

If you are late four times by more than 15 minutes, you will be counted absent for the night.   

In Class

Be courteous to the teacher and your classmates. Please turn off your cell-phones when you enter the classroom. If this is not possible, set your cell-phone to vibrate. Please do not answer your phone in class. Leave the classroom if you must take or make a call. Ask your family and friends not to call you during class time.  

Important Resources at BHCC
Language Laboratory-D111
Library and Information Center-E330

Center for Self-Directed learning-E235

Tutor and Academic Services –E174

Advising and Counseling Center-B108

Bookstore-E413

Student ID Cards-E144
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	Week 1      

1/29-2/2


	Course Introduction. Syllabus review. Student introductions. Getting acquainted activity. Grammar: Unit 1: Practical English: Personal Information: “To be”, this that, these, those, where + prepositional phrases, Using can: (Pages: 163-166)

Reading/Vocabulary: Unit 1, Part one: Stories Worth Reading, People and Places: Pre-Reading strategies, understanding the main ideas, finding details, using the dictionary, using can, describing someone.

For further reading and grammar: What a World 1, Unit 1, Who is 

J.K. Rowling? using capital letters

	Week 2

2/5/-2/9
	Grammar, Unit 2: Practical English: “To be” with adjective and noun, singular and plural nouns,  

Reading/Vocabulary: People and Places, Unit 1, Part Two: Stories Worth Reading read a movie review from the internet. Using your dictionary, reading definitions. For Further Reading and grammar: What a World 1, Unit 14, Why Do People Decorate Their Bodies? Plural Nouns

	Week 3

2/12-2/16
	Grammar, Unit 3: Practical English: Imperative, negative imperative, Object pronouns, How much, How old. “Have to”, “had to “

Reading/Vocabulary: Survival, Unit 7, Part Two: Stories Worth Reading, Survival Tips, reading a pamphlet. Other suggestions:

Students write about how to use a machine at work or on how to do a job. Students write a short dialog to present to the class, Call 9-1-1 to report an accident. Ask for explain about leaving work early, giving excuses for absences, report progress in completing a task

	Week 4

2/19-2/23 
	Grammar, Unit 4: Practical English: Review above grammar points 

Reading/Vocabulary: Music, Unit 2, Part One, Stories Worth Reading, Pre-Reading: Predicting, Learning Antonyms

Visit language Lab. For Further Reading and grammar: What a World 1, nit 5, How Do Mexicans Celebrate the Day of the Dead? Using commas. Other suggestions: Accurately express information about themselves, their interests, hobbies, skills and goals



	Week 5

2/26-3/2 
	Grammar, Unit 5: Practical English: Present Continuous, WH Questions 

Reading/Vocabulary, Music Magic, Unit 2, and Part Two: Stories Worth Reading, Using pre-reading strategies, antonyms. Other suggestions: Students write about what they like doing in your free time. Express likes and dislikes in regards to a variety of contexts: Write about a photograph and describe what is happening in a photo of someone at work. 

	Week 6

3/5-3/9 
	Grammar: Unit 6: Practical English:  “To have”, Possessive adjectives, possessive of nouns, Whose….?

Reading/Vocabulary: Old and New Ways, Unit 3, Part One and Two, Stories Worth Reading, finding details, using nouns and pronouns. Other suggestions: Students write about their families. Bring in photos and describe who is in the picture.  

	Week 7

3/12-3/16
	No Classes- Spring Break 

	Week 8

3/19- 3/23
	Grammar: Unit 7: Practical English:  “There is”/: there are”, uncountables, “to want, and “to like”, possessive pronouns 

Reading/Vocabulary: Practical English: page 109    

Role-play ordering food in a restaurant or role-play taking an order in a restaurant. Other suggestions: Students write dialogs and present them to class.  For Further Reading: What a World 1: Unit 12, What is Life Like in Antarctica? Spelling months of the year.  

	Week 9

3/26- 3/30
	Grammar: Unit 8: Practical English, Review 

Reading/Vocabulary: What a World 1, Unit 8, Where is the Great Wall? Using capital letters when writing about important structures and monuments.
Other suggestions: Students write about an important monument in their native countries. 

	Week 10

4/2-4/6 
	Grammar: Unit 9: Practical English, Present Simple, Adverbs of Frequency

Reading/Vocabulary: Healthy Habits. Unit 4, part two, Stories Worth Reading, understanding adverbs of frequency.  Reading from a magazine. Writing: Write about what you do to stay healthy.  For Further Reading: What a World 1, Why are Cows Special in India? Using apostrophes and contractions.  

	Week 11

4/9-4/13
	Grammar: Unit 10: Practical English:  Present simple vs. present continuous, other/another, some/any 

Reading/Vocabulary: What a World 1, Where is Buckingham Palace?  Understanding another, other, spelling words with qu

	Week 12 4/16-4/20


	Patriot’s Day No classes 4/16

Reading/Vocabulary: 

 Practical English: page 153, What a World 1, What are Special Rules for Chinese New Year? Typical customs, students describe a holiday in their native countries. How is the holiday usually celebrated?    
Other suggestions: Write about a favorite holiday in native country. Write about what you do at work every day. Use adverbs of frequency.

	Week 13

4/23-/4/27
	Grammar: Unit 11: Practical English: “to need”, can, some/any/one as pronouns

Reading/Vocabulary: Shopping /Where Can you find things when you need them? Page 169, Practical English
Other suggestions: Borrow vs. Lend, Write a dialog asking to borrow something. 

For Further Reading: What a World 1, Unit 9, Why Do People Give Gifts for Weddings, Using capital letters with brand names

	Week 14 

4/30-5/4 
	Grammar: Unit 12: Practical English: Review 

Reading/Vocabulary: What a World 1, Unit 11, Who is Andrew Carnegie? Using numbers as words. 

Other suggestions: Write about a famous person. 

	Week 15

5/7-5/11
	Grammar: Unit 13: Practical English:  “to be, past tense ”, tag questions ordinal numbers. Reading/Vocabulary: A Friend for Life, Unit 6, Part One, Stories Worth Reading, “to be” past tense, adjectives   

Other suggestions: Students write about a childhood friend.  Respond to written and oral questions about when they came to the U.S. and why they came. 



	Week 16

5/14-5/18
	Grammar: Unit 14: Practical English: Simple past: affirmative, Simple past: negative and interrogative
Reading/Vocabulary: Learning to Learn, Unit 5, Part One, Part Two, Stories Worth Reading, Simple past verb forms 
For Further Reading and Grammar: Unit 10, What a World 1. How Did Disneyland start? ? Using commas with addresses and dates
Other suggestions: Write about steps you take to learn English.  Write about jobs you have had in the past. Respond to basic oral and written questions about their current job situation and previous jobs, which may include job title(s) location, dates, hours, a limited explanation of duties and future plans 



	Week 17

5/21-5/25
	Grammar: Unit 15: Practical English: Future with “going to”, adverbs of manner

Reading/Vocabulary, Traveling Across America Unit 8, Stories Worth Reading, Using going to, prepositions of location and direction

Other suggestions:: Students write directions on how to get from BHCC to a place of interest in Boston.  Read directions from Map Quest of other web-based map guide.  Write about future plans.

	Week 18

5/28-/6/1
	LAST WEEK OF CLASSES

Grammar: Unit 16: Practical English: Review 

Reading/Vocabulary: Review, Conduct class evaluations. 
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